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Polasaí Éide Scoile/School Uniform Policy 
 

1. Réamhrá/Introduction 
The wearing of a school uniform has been standard practice in Scoil Mhuire for many 
years. The Board of Management recognises that a school uniform promotes a 
sense of identity, belonging, equality, and pride among pupils. Its ubiquitous visibility 
in the community long after school hours has always been its greatest endorsement.  
This policy has been developed in consultation with pupils, parents/guardians and 
staff. 
 

2. Cuspóir/Rationale 
This policy sets out the requirements regarding the school uniform to ensure that:  

• pupils are dressed appropriately, safely, and comfortably for school activities  

• a safe, disciplined, and inclusive learning environment is maintained 
 
The school uniform plays a key role in:  

• Promoting a shared identity and a sense of belonging and pride in our school 

• Promoting a sense of equality and reducing pressure on pupils and their 
families regarding designer brands and fashion trends 

• Ensuring clothing is practical and safe for all daily school activities 

• Keeping the cost of clothing economical for parents and guardians  

• Assisting in identifying pupils during school activities and outings 
 

3. Riachtanais/Requirements 
All pupils are expected to wear the full school uniform during the school day unless 
otherwise advised by the school. 
 

A. AN ÉIDE SCOILE/THE SCHOOL UNIFORM 
The School Uniform takes 2 forms: 

• The Formal Uniform 

• The Active Uniform 
 
Wearing of the Formal Uniform is not compulsory.  
Pupils may wear the Active Uniform to school every day, if they wish. 
Although either form of the uniform may be worn, the Active Uniform must be worn 
on days when children are engaged in PE or similar physical activity. 
 

B. AN ÉIDE SCOILE FOIRIMIÚIL/THE FORMAL SCHOOL UNIFORM 
The Formal Uniform for Boys consists of  

• Navy-Blue V Neck Jumper, with or without the school crest. 

• White Shirt 

• Grey Trousers 
or 
Grey Mid-Length or Knee Length Shorts 
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• Black Shoes  
or  
Black Trainers/Runners 

 
The Formal Uniform for Girls consists of  

• Navy-Blue V Neck Jumper, with or without the school crest 
or  
Navy-Blue Cardigan, with or without the school crest 

• White Blouse 

• Grey Knee Length Skirt  
or  
Grey Knee Length Pinafore  
or  
Grey Slacks 
or 
Grey Mid-Length or Knee Length Shorts 
Tight fitting slacks/pants are not permitted 
Short skirts are not permitted 

• White Socks 

• Black Shoes  
or  
Black Trainers/Runners 

 
Jumpers and Cardigans should be clearly labelled with the child’s name. 
 

C. AN ÉÍDE SCOILE GNÍOMHAH/THE ACTIVE SCHOOL UNIFORM 
The Active Uniform is basic, comfortable, economical and suitable for all types of 
school activity. It is a unisex uniform, to be worn by Boys and Girls. 
 
The Active Uniform consists of: 

• Plain Navy-Blue Track Pants/Fleece Joggers/Sweat Pants free from stripes, 
logos or branding 
Leggings are not permitted 
Tight Fitting Pants are not permitted 

• Plain Navy-Blue Sweatshirt, free from stripes, logos or branding, with or 
without the school crest 
or 
Plain Navy-Blue, Hoodie, free from stripes, logos or branding, with or without 
the school crest 

• Plain Navy-Blue Mid-Thigh or Knee Length Shorts, free from stripes, logos or 
branding. 
Short Shorts are not permitted 
Tight Shorts are not permitted 
Football Shorts are not permitted 

• Plain Red Polo Shirt free from stripes, logos or branding 

• Runners/Trainers/Canvas Shoes/Plimsolls/Pumps, of any colour 
 

Sweatshirts and Hoodies should be clearly labelled with the child’s name. 
 



Polasaí Éide Scoile  Scoil Mhuire 19529C 
 

3 
 

D. BRÓGÁN/FOOTWEAR 
Footwear must: 

• Be safe and practical for all school activities 

• Allow pupils to participate comfortably in all types of play and physical activity  
 
The following types of footwear are not permitted: 

× High-heeled shoes  
× Platform shoes  
× Backless footwear  
× Flip-flops or similar footwear 
× Crocs 
× Uggs 

 
E. ÉADAÍ D’AIMSIR FHUAR/COLD WEATHER CLOTHING 

Coats/jackets of any type may be worn during periods cold and/or wet weather. 
These are to be hung up outside classrooms on arrival at school/return from the yard 
and should not be worn indoors. 
Hats, caps, scarves and gloves may be worn, as necessary, but should be taken off 
while indoors. Exceptions may be granted for headwear worn strictly in accordance 
with religious, cultural, or ethnic traditions.  
 
Hats, caps and scarves may carry branding such as names of sports teams (e.g. 
Moycullen, Galway, Liverpool, Galway Utd., Connacht etc.) but must be free of any 
rude/inappropriate/offensive branding. 
 
During periods of particularly cold weather, pupils, while indoors, may wear any of 
the following over their school uniforms, for additional warmth: 

• Plain, Navy-Blue Gillet, free from logos or branding 

• Plain Navy-Blue Fleece, free from logos or branding 
 
Jackets, Coats, Gillets and Fleeces should be clearly labelled with the child’s 
name. 
 

F. SEODRA AGUS SMIDEADH AGUS DEALRAÍOCHT 
PHEARSANTA/JEWELRY, MAKE UP AND PERSONAL APPEARANCE 

In the interests of health, safety and decorum, the following rules will apply: 
 
Seodra/Jewellery 
The following items of jewellery are permitted: 

✓ Watches (apart from Smartwatches prohibited under the school’s Policy on 
Mobile Phones)  

✓ One small pair of stud earrings 
✓ Friendship bracelets  
✓ Silicone or rubber wristbands 
✓ Sweatbands 

 
The following items of jewellery are not permitted: 

× Hoop earrings 
× Dangling earrings 
× Facial piercings 
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× Rings 
× Necklaces (apart from items worn in accordance with religious observance, 

e.g. crucifix, religious medal, scapular) 
 

Smideadh/Make-Up and Cosmetics 
Nail polish may be worn. 
False eyelashes and artificial nails are not permitted.  
Make-up is not permitted (unless required for certified medical reasons.) 
 
Gruaig/Hair 
Hair should be kept clean and tidy.  
Long hair should be tied back when appropriate for safety, particularly during PE, 
practical activities, and games.  

✓ Hair accessories used to secure, tie or manage hair are permitted 
× Hair Jewelry, i.e. ornamental or decorative pieces worn in the hair are 

not permitted 
 

4. Comhionannas, Cuimsiú agus Cóiríocht Réasúnta/Equality, Inclusion 
and Reasonable Accommodation 

The Board of Management is committed to ensuring that the uniform policy is 
implemented fairly and sensitively. Reasonable accommodations may be made 
where required due to: 

• Religious beliefs or practices  

• Cultural considerations  

• Disability  

• Professionally diagnosed sensory needs  

• Medically certified requirements  
Parents/guardians should contact the Principal to discuss any such 
needs/requirements so that appropriate arrangements can be made. 
 

5. Eisceachtaí/Exceptions 
Pupils are expected to wear the full and proper uniform to school each day. 
Exceptions to this rule may be made, as follows: 

• On Non-Uniform Fundraising Days. These will be communicated to 
parents/guardians ahead of time by the school 

• On occasions when pupils are representing the school in sporting 
events/competitions, e.g. Football, Soccer, Camogie, Hurling, Olympic 
Handball, Athletics 

• On days when, in consultation with the Principal, the Class Teacher exempts 
his/her class for the day as a special reward or treat. This will be 
communicated to parents/guardians ahead of time by the Class Teacher 

• On occasions when pupils are preparing for or engaged in dramatic/artistic 
performances, e.g. Irish dancing, plays, pageants, concerts 
 

6. Breithnithe Airgeadais/Financial Considerations 
The Board of Management is committed to the principles of economy and 
affordability with regard to school uniforms. Therefore: 

• Uniform requirements will be simple, practical and affordable. The school will 
refrain from insisting on, recommending or promoting any supplier or brand in 
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particular. As long as items conform to the requirements as set out above, 
parents/guardians are free to purchase them where they choose 

• Items bearing the school crest are optional, i.e. not compulsory. The school 
will not insist upon or recommend the wearing of items bearing the school 
crest 

• The school encourages the reuse and recycling of uniforms, where possible. 
 

7. Neamhchomhlíonadh/Non-Compliance 
The Board of Management acknowledges that circumstances may occasionally 
prevent a pupil from wearing the correct uniform. 
The following approach will be taken where an individual pupil is not wearing the 
correct uniform: 

1. The Class Teacher will speak discretely to the pupil to establish why the 
uniform is not being worn. No sanction will apply at this stage 

2. Where the pupil is consistently failing to wear the correct uniform, this will be 
addressed under the school’s Code of Positive Behaviour as Level 1 Minor 
Misbehaviour. The Class Teacher will, in the first instance, contact the child’s 
parent/guardian and, if the situation does not resolve, will refer the matter to 
the Principal, who will contact the pupil’s parents/guardians to raise the issue. 
No other sanction will apply at this stage 

3. Where - after the issue has been raised with parents - the pupil is still failing to 
wear the correct uniform, this will be addressed under the school’s Code of 
Positive Behaviour as Level 2 Less Minor Misbehaviour. Sanctions 
appropriate to Level 2 Misbehaviour will apply 
 

Parents/Guardians who are experiencing difficulties with regard to the school uniform 
should contact the school before any of the above apply. The school will do all it can 
to provide support. 
 

8. Freagrachtaí/Responsibilities 
Board of Management 

• Approve and review the School Uniform Policy  

• Communicate the School Uniform Policy to the School Community 

• Ensure compliance with relevant legislation and Department of Education 
guidance 

Principal and School Staff 

• Implement the policy consistently and fairly 

• Communicate expectations to pupils and families  

• Consider requests for reasonable accommodation as per Section 4 above 
Parents/Guardians 

• Support their child in complying with the policy  

• Ensure uniform items are clearly labelled  

• Inform the school of any issues affecting compliance 
Pupils 

• Wear the uniform with pride and respect  

• Take reasonable care of uniform items and personal belongings  
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8. Daingniú ⁊ Athbhreithniú/Ratification & Review 
This policy will be reviewed, as required, in light of legislation, Department of 
Education guidance, or school circumstances. 
 
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on 25th June 2026. 
 

C. O’Neill T. Kavanagh 
 

Chairperson Principal 

 
 


