
  

 

 

 

Deireadh Fómhair/October 2019 

 

 

Tá muid ag druidim go beo le Saoire na Samhna. The Halloween Break is fast approaching! We 
hope that all our new students have settled in well and that you are all feeling at home in Scoil 
Mhuire; we hope you will be very happy here! Our prefab-replacement project is progressing, 
while the Department of Education and Skills is in the process of appointing a Planning and Design 
Team to oversee the building of our new school. Meanwhile, we are focusing on keeping the show 
on the road in as positive and good humoured a fashion as possible, keeping the best side out, and 

doing what so many other Irish primary schools do, day-in day-out; maintaining very good standards of teaching 
and learning in unacceptable and unfit-for-purpose school accommodation. Well done to our teachers and pupils 
in this regard. Tá sibh iontach uilig. 

Swimming for 4th & 5th Class Swimming Lessons are ongoing on Thursdays for Mrs. Donovan’s 4th 

Class, Ms. O’Toole’s 5th Class & Mr. Flaherty’s 5th Class. The last class will be on Thursday 14th November. If you 
have already paid for this thank you. If you haven't then could you please do so via Aladdin at your earliest 
convenience. If your child is currently attending swimming lessons and you are available to come and help supervise 
children on the bus, please call to the office and add your name to the rota. Go raibh maith agaibh. 

PUPIL INFORMATION AND CONTACT DETAILS: It is vitally important that the school has current, 
correct contact details for you and that we have been brought up-to-date with any changes to your child’s circumstances i.e. 
medical conditions, dietary issues etc. It is your responsibility to ensure that you have provided the school with in-date 
medication, should your child require it. At least 2 emergency contact numbers should be provided in the event that parents 
cannot be reached. You can add these details on the Aladdin Connect app.  

Skip Hop!! As a supplement to our PE programme, Mrs Donovan has arranged once again for Skip-Hop to 

visit the school on Wednesday 6th  & Thursday  7th November! Skip-Hop delivers tailored skipping workshops 
which leave children and teachers  highly motivated, having learned new skills and skipping routines. At the end 
of the 2 day workshop the children have a chance to demonstrate their new skills to a fascinated audience. There 
is a small cost involved (€2 per child) which can be paid directly to your child’s teacher in advance. 

School Photos: Shayna Devaney will be here on Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd of October to take 
school photos. Please return photograph forms to the office as soon as possible. 

Mid-term Break: Scoil Mhuire will be closed for the Mid-term break from the Monday 28th 
October to Friday 1st November inclusive. School resumes Monday 4th November at 
8.50am.   

Slán agus Beannacht Mrs. Donovan!  
Scoil Mhuire’s longest serving teacher, Mrs. Eileen Donovan, 
has decided to retire from teaching at the end of October this 

year. Eileen, who joined the teaching staff of Scoil Mhuire in 
1992, will be greatly missed by students and teachers alike. 
She has given many long years of dedicated service to Scoil 

Mhuire. Scoil Mhuire would like to invite you to attend a mass 
in her honour on Wednesday 23rd October at 11:00 a.m. in 

the Church of the Immaculate Conception, Moycullen, and  
afterwards to a reception in Seomra 1, where some light  
refreshments will be available. The staff and Board of  

Management of Scoil Mhuire Moycullen would like to offer our 
sincere thanks to Mrs. Donovan and to wish her a long and 
happy retirement. 

SCOIL MHUIRE NON-UNIFORM DAY 
On Friday 25th October children may dress up in Halloween costumes and bring in €2.   



Ms. Hogan’s Junior Infants 2019 Ms. Bohan’s Junior Infants 

: We are very fortunate to be continuing the 

Colourstrings Music Programme this year. Teacher Ciara will work with all children from Junior Infants to 
3rd Class. Teacher Tessa will work with all children from 4th to 6th Class. Colourstrings comes to us under 
the auspices of Maoin Cheoil na Gaillimhe, the Galway Music Partnership and the Galway Education Centre. 
The Colourstrings Music Programme aims to develop early music literacy through the media of English and 

Gaeilge/Irish, songs, music and movement. The Colourstrings Music Programme forms a central part of our Music Curriculum in Scoil 
Mhuire, as we are committed to exposing children to high quality music education.  
Classes will be run in your child’s classroom, during school time. Classes will take place every Tuesday and Thursday until the end of 
the year. Your child will have one 30 minute weekly class with Ciara or Tessa and the class teacher. The cost per child is €12 for the 
year, which can be paid online.  At €12 for 24 Colourstrings lessons (50 cent per lesson), this represents incredible value. You will 
shortly receive a payment request via email, enabling you to pay online.  

Scoil Mhuire Annual Jumble Sale Thursday 28th November: This event has become one of the  
children’s favourite events of the year! This jumble sale will be bigger and better than ever! Please have a look to see if 
you have any unwanted toys, books, bric-a-brac etc! Just the excuse for a clear-out before Santa comes at Christmas. 
Items can be dropped to the school during the week 25th—27th November. Thank you. 

Annual Parent Teacher Meetings will take place on Monday 18th & Tuesday 19th November .   

You will have an opportunity to meet with the relevant teacher(s) to discuss your child’s progress. 

Your allocated day and time will be sent to you early next during week before we begin the  

Halloween Break. 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal. It's too early to mention the C word but time is flying by. We have 
decided to participate in the Team Hope Shoe-box Christmas appeal 2019; a lovely thing for the 
children of Scoil Mhuire to do. The children will be given a note which will tell them all about the 
Shoebox Aappeal. Participation is optional, of course. Last year our school provided 335 boxes to 
the Shoebox Appeal, which went to needy children in Eastern Europe and Africa, The boxes need 
to have the 4 W's in them; something to wash, wear, write with or  on and something to wow.  

Every year  there seems to be a deficit of boxes for 10-14 year olds, so maybe that is something older classes 
could focus on. There are great deals to be found in Penney's, Dealz, Mr Price, Tesco, or Dunnes to help fill the 
boxes. No liquids or toys related to war e.g. soldiers, fighter jets etc. are to be included. The boxes need to be 
completed and dropped back here to the school before  Tuesday November 7th to enable collection to take 
place to the Galway Racecourse. For more info see our school website. Thank you. 



Scoil Mhuire Healthy Eating Policy: Scoil Mhuire has revised its Healthy Eating 
Policy, which is available on the school website. The focal points of our new Healthy Eating 
Policy is to reduce the amount of sugar in children’s lunches, to make children aware of the 
nutritional value of the foods they are eating and to reduce the amount of packaging (tin foil, 
cling film, wrappers, bags etc.) in children’s lunches. Compliance with our Healthy Eating 
Policy to date has been very good, and we really appreciate your cooperation in implementing 
the revised version. Teachers have been instructed to monitor the content of children’s lunch 

boxes and to advise them, in an encouraging and positive way, to bring a healthy lunch to school each day. The 
children have been doing extremely well so far, and we would like to thank them, and you, their parents/
guardians, for cooperating with our policy for the good of their nutritional health. 
To clarify, the following food items are NOT permitted in children's lunches in Scoil Mhuire: Sweets Crisps  Fizzy Drinks 
Biscuits (all varieties) Chocolate and all products containing chocolate such as spreads, yoghurts and bars.  Cakes, buns 
and any other sweet baking items Cereal Bars (due to high sugar content) Nuts (see note on allergies)  
 
NB. Allergies: A number  of our  pupils have ser ious nut  allergies, therefore, all nuts and foods containing traces of 
nuts are prohibited on the school premises. This includes spreads that contain nuts such as peanut butter and Nutella. If 
your child has a particular feeding routine, special dietary requirements or food allergies, you must bring this to the 
attention of the school and your child’s teacher as a matter of urgency. 

 

Congratulations to pupils from 5th and 6th Classes who won the Bish Cup and the Bish Shield on 27th 
September with imperious performances on the day. They quite simply won everything that was to be 
won. The future of Moycullen Gaelic Football is looking bright! 

 Joseph Hedges winner of  
the Galway Swim Club 
Perpetual Challenge Cup 
Promenade Swim 2019 

Aladdin Connect is our main means of communication with Parents/Guardians. We can tell from our system that 

there are still a few families who have not downloaded the app. If you are one of these families please do so ASAP. 

We use Aladdin to post messages to the Parent Portal Message board and send you notifications. If you have any 

trouble please come to the Oifig . 

 

It has come to our attention that a number of individuals have disabled Aladdin notifications on their phones. We 

would advise you against doing this, as you run the risk of missing an important message from the school. 

 

Schools require permission from parents/guardians for their children to participate in certain activities, e.g. football 

matches, school tours, field trips, visits to the theatre. Your consent will be sought via Aladdin Connect. When we 

need your permission for your child to participate in an activity, you will receive an Aladdin notification. You must 

then log into Aladdin Connect, where you will be able to view details of the activity and either give or refuse  

consent. If we seek your permission for your child to participate in an activity and you fail to respond, we must  

consider that you have not given consent and your child will not be permitted to participate. 

 

This new system of securing permissions is simpler, more environmentally friendly and more convenient than the 

previous paper based format. We appreciate your cooperation, Thank you. 

Prevention of  Head Lice Please start the year proactively by checking  your child's hair for head lice. We 

had 23 class outbreaks last year so this year we ask parents/guardians to please check their children's hair weekly. 
Should you find head lice please inform the school, anonymously if you wish, but quoting the class in question. 



New School Building Project and New Prefabs Update. 
 
As you are aware, Scoil Mhuire is included in the 2019-2021 Phase of the Government’s School Building Programme. One 
of the current Board of Management’s major achievements was the inclusion of our school in this programme. We are very 
grateful to Minister of State for an Ghaeilge, an Ghaeltacht agus na hOileáin Sean Kyne T.D. for his assistance in this  
regard, securing the audience with the them Minister of Education and Skills Jan O’Sullivan that enabled us to make a case 
for the provision of a new school for Scoil Mhuire. That was back in December 2015. It is now October 2019, one could be 
forgiven for thinking that the  business of school provision moves at a glacial pace. 
 
In April 2019, a Technical Team from the Planning and Building Unit of the Department of Education and Skills (D.E.S.)  
visited the school, met with the Board of Management, were shown around the existing school site (including our rustic  
prefabs) and were brought to see the Board of Management’s proposed site for our new school; a 4.5 acre parcel of land in 
Kilrainey Woods, for which sale had been agreed with Forbairt Pobail Maigh Cuilinn (Moycullen Community Development 
Association.) 
 
The Technical Team, at the time, expressed a preference for building the new school on the current school site, despite the 
assertions of the Board of Management that the new school would need capacity for expansion to cater for Moycullen’s  
increasing population that is not available on the current school site and despite our concerns at the difficulty involved in 
accommodating a school population of over 400 pupils onsite while construction of the new school was taking place. We 
stressed that Scoil Mhuire would need to grow larger than the 16 classroom school for which we had been approved due to 
the large number of houses that would be built in the village in coming years.  The Technical Team said that they would 
consult with the Department’s Forward Planning Unit and be informed by its feedback. They also said they believed the  
construction of a new school building on the site in Kilrainey Woods was fraught with difficulties and would likely be more 
expensive due to the need to construct a road and provide the services such as water, power and sewage that were already 
in place on the current school site. Their position was that building the school on the current site would most likely be the 
safer, cheaper option. Our position was that building the school in Kilrainey Woods would be in the best interests of the 
school and the wider community and would allow our school to function in a healthier, safer environment while a new school 
with sufficient capacity for expansion was built down the road in the woods. The Technical Team was unflinching at our  
assertions that it would likely be forced to build a 5th primary school in the parish to accommodate the demand for school 
placed that would arise in coming years and that this would prove far more expensive than building the Scoil Mhuire the 
community needs in the woods.  
 
At present, the Board of Management fails to see how it will be logistically possible to build a new school on our current site, 
satisfy Health and Safety concerns and comply with Planning and Building Regulations. As far as we are aware, building 
would have to begin on the pitch to the rear of the existing main school building, the sole access to which is via the Arus 
Uilinn car park. This would necessarily involve heavy plant and machinery passing by the doors of the Naíonra, Arus Uilinn 
and Teach na Gaeilge; we do not imagine the MCDA, the Naíonra or Conradh na Gaeilge will be overly impressed by that 
prospect, nor the residents of the neighbouring Elmwood estate for that matter. We have serious concerns about the  
capacity of our school grounds to accommodate our entire school population in prefabs, albeit modern ones, in safe, secure 
conditions, while building takes place.  
 
We have been in regular contact with the Planning and Building Unit since the visit of the Technical Team, feeding back our 
information and concerns and seeking updates on the progress of our new school project. The latest news we have  
received is that a Planning and Design Team is being appointed. Their brief will be to design the new school building and 
plan for its construction on our current school site. Part of their work will be to assess the suitability of the site and work out 
the logistics of the project. It may be that they will find a way to build a new school on our current site; similar has been done 
before, successfully and to a very high standard. Personally, without the requisite technical qualifications, and with recourse 
only to basic knowledge and, I would like to believe, a degree of sound common sense, I do not share the confidence of the 
Technical Team that it can be done.  
 
To summarise, it is the aim of the Planning and Building Unit to construct a new 16 classroom school on our current site. 
A Planning and Design Team is in the process of being appointed to achieve that aim. That the aim will be achieved is far 
from certain at this stage. If it is achieved, we will have a new 16 classroom school, that will be in a position to  
accommodate 416 pupils (our current enrolment is 404 pupils), built to a very high standard with adequate playground 
space. If it is not achieved, the Planning and Building Unit may be forced to reconsider the site being made available to it by 
the Board of Management, in cooperation with Forbairt Pobail Maigh Cuilinn. This latter eventuality would be the preference 
of all who have the best interests of Scoil Mhuire, its pupils, parents and teachers and the wider community of Moycullen at 
heart. 
 
On a slightly more positive note, the project to replace our old prefabs with new units (this will happen regardless of where 
our new school is built) is progressing slowly, but successfully. An architect was appointed to oversee the project and  
planning permission for the installation of the new prefabs (a long and tedious process) has been secured. Requests for 
tender are currently being sought for the supply of 3 two storey units (6 classrooms) along with 2 Learning Support  
classrooms, a toilet block and a Disabled Access toilet and facilities room. Once a supplier has been chosen, work will 
begin on the construction of the new units, a process that can be expected to take a minimum of 4 months. The old prefabs 
will then have to be removed and extensive groundworks done before the new units can be installed. The new prefabs will 
be of the highest standard, as is the case with the unit that was installed in November 2018, now the best quality classroom  
accommodation in the school.  
 
In the meantime, we will make the best of it, secure in the knowledge that we will soon have top-quality temporary  
accommodation and that, wherever it will be built, a brand new, modern school is on the way. 


