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We have passed the half way point of a school year that seems to be flying by. We have had a busy few 
weeks with school teams participating in  Olympic Handball, Rugby and Basketball. We have an exciting 
few months ahead with the Book Fair, Active Schools Week and Arts Week. 

New School Building Project:  
A Town Hall Meeting was held in the Halla Mór  on Thursday 31st January. The purpose of the meeting 
was to bring the public up-to-date with the progress that had been made to date as regards the provision of a 
new school building. The meeting was very well attended by members of the school and wider community. 
Members of the Board of Mangement Paddy Byrne, Cian McNamara and Principal Terry Kavanagh addressed 
the meeting, as did Minister of State for Gaeilge, an Ghaeltacht and the Islands Sean Kyne TD. The Moycullen 
Community Development Association was ably represented by Jimmy Keady, who gave details on the 
proposed site for the new school in Kilrainey Woods. Also present were County Councillors Noel Thomas, 
Tom Welby, Niamh Byrne, and Tomás Ó Curraoin, some of whom also spoke on the night.  
 
Paddy Byrne, the Board of Management’s technical expert as regards the New School Building Project gave a 
very comprehensive account of the work done to date by the Board of Management on securing a new school 
building on its favoured site in Kilrainey Woods. Paddy, who has done an immense amount of work on the 
school’s behalf, took the meeting through the timeline involved, outlining: 
 the initial approach to the Department of Education and Skills Planning and Building Unit (DES P&BU)

in 2012, seeking renovation and extension of the existing school building 
 the Board of Management’s work in securing approval for a new school building in 2015  
 agreement with the Moycullen Community Development Association for the Board of Management to 

purchase a 4.5 acre site for the new school building in Kilrainey Woods  
 protracted and frustrating negotiations with the DES P&BU over approval of the proposed site for the 

new school 
 the recent very disappointing contact received from the DES P&BU, suggesting that it was considering 

the existing school site (less than 2 acres in area) as a possible site for the new school 
 
Cian McNamara, the Board of Management’s coordinator of fundraising for the New School Building Project, 
who has worked tirelessly for the school in this area, gave an account of the great work Cairde Scoil Mhuire 
Nua has done in raising funds through events such as the 20K Drop and Golf Classic, leaving the Board of 
Management well on its way to securing the funds it needs to invest in the new school build. 
 
Principal Terry Kavanagh addressed the issue of the school’s prefabs, both old and new, highlighting his 
intense frustration with the inertia and lack of urgency or engagement on the part of the DES P&BU that 
resulted in: 
 a class being without a classroom for two months pending the installation of  the new prefab and having 

to be accommodated in Aiseirí , the only suitable available accommodation, for the duration (sincere 
thanks to Fr. Michael for making it available to our school) 

 The DES P&BU’S rejection of the Board of Management’s formal application and ongoing appeals to it 
for the replacement of our old prefabs with fit-for-purpose units pending the completion of our new 
school building. 

 
Minister Sean Kyne, who has facilitated  meetings between the Board of Management two different Ministers 
of Education, and who has been very supportive of the Board of Management’s efforts to date, also addressed 
the meeting. He agreed to facilitate another meeting with Minister of Education and Skills Joe McHugh TD. 
Minister Kyne, who took time out from his busy schedule to attend the meeting, favoured the best possible 
outcome for both Scoil Mhuire and the Community of Moycullen. 

There was a palpable sense of disappointment and frustration at the meeting among members of the school  
community who had come to the meeting expecting the announcement of good news regarding the project. Both 
they and the Board of Management were united in their opposition to any notion of building the new school on 
the existing site. 
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Scoil Mhuire Parents’ Association (PA) : To all the school body, a sincere thanks to 
everyone for your support in the recent fundraising effort via the Know Your Sport fundraiser. The 6 Nations 
Rugby has now kicked off, and we look forward to having some fun throughout the year with some  updates 
and reviews of the action. If you would like to get involved in any way, we welcome new members at every 
turn. Bígí ann. The Parents Association moyscoilmhuirepa@gmail.com 

This year, 6th Class are participating in the Junior Entrepreneur Programme. They 

already held a hugely successful cake sale raising €1124 providing the start-up finance 

for their business. Thank you to everyone who supported it!  

They will begin making and selling their products: Tie-dye socks and personalised 

key rings after midterm.  Watch this space! The next generation of entrepreneurs—

Please support our young business people of the future!  

Know Your Sport  A sincere word of thanks to Colm Griffin and the Parents’ Association for all 

their work in organising the Know Your Sport Competition. This is a huge undertaking, which promises to 
be very successful in terms of generating funds for our New School Building Fund. Their work will 
continue over the coming months in calculating points scored and maintaining the leader board. Thanks to 
everyone who entered the competition. We will have monthly updates of the leader board after each stage of 
the competition. Stay tuned! 

 

Councillors Noel Thomas Tom Welby spoke with authority on the issues involved in building on the proposed 
site and the existing school site, confirming the Board of Management’s firm belief that building on the former 
would not prove as cost prohibitive as the DES P&BU imagines and that the latter would involve significant  
traffic management problems and objections to planning permission. 
Although the Board of Management was not in a position to deliver the positive news all present had been  
hoping to hear, the meeting ended on a positive note in that all left the meeting fully informed and united in the 
belief that the construction of a new school building as quickly as possible on the proposed site in Kilrainey 
Woods was the best and only practical option. 
 
The Board of Management is grateful to all for their attendance, contributions and support on the night. 

Meeting with Minister for Education and Skills 
Wednesday 27th March 2019 

On Wednesday 27th March, Members of the Board of 
Management met with Minister for Education and 
Skills Joe McHugh TD at NUIG Galway, to inform the 
minister with issues the Board of Management was 
having with the DES Planning and Building Unit over 
the proposed site for our new school building. The 
meeting was facilitated by Minister of State for 
Gaeilge, an Ghaeltacht and the Islands Sean Kyne 
TD, who could not be presents due to work commit-
ments in Dáil Éireann. The meeting, which lasted 
over an hour, was VERY POSITIVE and VERY EN-
COURAGING. The minister acknowledged the huge 

amount of work the Board has done in getting to this stage and understood our frustration over the de-
lay in approval of the site for our new school. We presented him with very compelling arguments and 
solid documentary evidence that the site in Kilrainey Woods was the only viable option for our new 
school and the best for Moycullen as a community. We stressed the need for our pupils to be accom-
modated in fit-for-purpose prefabs pending the construction of our new school building. The minister 
was very receptive to our ideas and has agreed to a number of actions to follow up on. The fact that he 
was willing to engage with us for over an hour after an already very long day's work demonstrates his 
interest in helping us to move the project along as quickly and efficiently as possible and to bring about 
the best possible outcome for our school and the Community of Moycullen. Our Board of Management 
believes that this outcome involves the swift completion of a new 16 classroom school building (with 
scope for expansion) on the proposed site in Kilrainey Woods. We are very grateful to Minister Sean 
Kyne for facilitating the meeting, and to Minister Joe McHugh for taking the time to meet us for the sec-
ond time in just over 3 months. 
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Book Fair Timetable  

Scoil Mhuire Book Fair  
Monday 1st to Friday 5th April  

Our annual Book Fair takes place in the Halla 
Mór 1st  - 5th April. This is a very exciting 
fun time for the pupils! The Book Fair is a 
great way to get children excited about 
reading and means that parents and children 
can browse and choose books together, in 
the knowledge that the books are suited to 
the child’s age and ability. Children may 
dress up as a book character on Friday 5th 
April. 

School Self-Evaluation 
School self-evaluation is a collaborative, inclusive, and reflective process of internal 
school review. An evidence-based approach, it involves gathering information from 
a range of sources, and then making judgements. All of this with a view to bring 
about improvements in students’ learning.  
Our focus area for the current school year is the Writing Genres. Pupils have com-
pleted a 7 week exploration of the Writing to Entertain or Narrative Genre and are 
currently (11th March to 10th May) learning about the Writing to Instruct or Proce-
dural Genre. Ask your child to see samples of his/her writing and encourage him/her 
to display work at home. 
Thanks to all who completed questionnaires which assisted us in planning. 

Child Protection 
The Board of Management is currently reviewing the school’s child Safeguarding  
Procedures This involves conducting a Child Safeguarding Risk  Assessment and a review 
of the school’s Child Safeguarding Statement. A copy of the current Child Safeguarding 
Statement is available to view on the school’s website: moycullencentralschool.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/Child-Safeguarding-Statement.pdf 
A draft copy of the Child Safeguarding Risk  Assessment will be made available shortly and 
your views on the school’s  compliance with child protection procedures and safeguarding 
arrangements will be welcome. 

FIRST CONFESSIONS 
Well done to the children of Rang 2 who made 
their First Confessions on Tuesday 26th March 
in The Church of the Immaculate Conception, 
Moycullen. 
Thanks to their teachers Mr. O’Neill and Ms. 
Duggan for preparing them for the Sacrament 
of Penance. The ceremony was very pleasant 
and the children well very well prepared and 
very well behaved. 
 
Thanks to Canon Michael McLoughlin and 
Canon Martin Moran (Killanin) for celebrat-
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CONTACT DETAILS It is vitally important that the school’s Aladdin system is up to date with your current contact   

details. You can log into your parent portal and update it if you need to. Each child must have at least 2 emergency contact numbers 

on Aladdin should parents not be available. Also, please ensure that you have a valid email address so that you do not miss out on any                  

communication. 

Just a reminder that if you have to pick your child up early from school, please sign him/her out in the Oifig.  

Girls Basketball Tournament  
5th & 6th Class girls had great fun taking part in a basketball tournament Monday 
28th January in Killanin Community Hall. The girls played on mixed teams with stu-
dents from neighbouring schools St Annin’s NS Roscahill and SN Uachtar Ard. All 
the girls had a fantastic day demonstrating their skills, making friends and enjoying 
basketball. A big thank you to Ms. Duggan and Ms. Collins, teachers Ita and Roisín 
and to parent Seán Hynes. Well done girls! 

Write-a-Book 2019 Ms Grealish’s Rang 4 have been extremely busy 
improving their writing skills and have participated in the Write A Book Competition 
2019. The children produced some excellent stories which were very enjoyable to read. 
Congratulations to the overall winner and runners up :) Ghlac Rang 1 Ms. Brown páirt 
sa leagan Gaeilge den chomórtas Scríobh Leabhar agus fuair said ard mholadh. 

Boys Basketball Tournament  
5th & 6th class boys enjoyed taking part in a mixed basketball 
tournament on Monday February 4th in Kilanin Community Hall. 
The boys were mixed with students from neighbouring schools 
St. Annin’s NS Roscahill and SN Uachtar Ard. The boys had a 
fantastic day demonstrating their skills, making new friends and 

enjoying basketball. Thank you to Mr. Flaherty and Mr. Conneely and all involved in the tournament. 

Music classes for piano and violin take place in Scoil Mhuire after school on Mondays and  
Fridays. There are currently spaces in the Friday classes for both piano and violin. Please contact ad-
min@mcng.ie for details.  
The Children from Rang 1—4 enjoyed a concert by Elena the wonderful piano teacher and Gerely the talented 
violin teacher last Friday. Míle Buíochas  

Olympic Handball 

Congratulations to the Scoil Mhuire 
team who won the Galway County 
U12 Olympic Handball Final on  
Wednesday 13th February. Well 
done and thanks to their trainer Mrs. 
Mannion for her hard work. 

Rugby Blitz Feb 2019 

Irish Dancing : Congratulations 
to Adam Cooke on winning the 
Championship at Féile 
Rince Chonnachta. He 
won two 1st Places, two 
2nd Places and one 3rd 
Place out of 43 competitors!  
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Scoil Mhuire will close for the Easter  
Holidays at 12:30 p.m. on Friday 12th 
April and will re-open at 8:50 a.m. on 
Monday 29th April. 
Beannachtaí na Cásca oraibh uilig. 

Lá na Gaeilge  

in Áras an Chondae 

Thug Ms. Brown páistí as Rang 2 go 

Rang 6 go dtí Áras an Chondae i 

nGaillimh, mar chuid de cheiliúradh 

Lá na Gaeilge, ar an Déardaoin 14ú 

Márta. Rinne said sár jab ag 

cánadh, ag damhsa, ag séinm ceoil 

agus ag rá ránnta. Chás said le 

Méara na Gaillimhe Seán Ó Tuairisg 

agus bhí sé an-tógtha leo!   

Ms Brown brought a group of children from Rang 2 to Rang 6 in Scoil Mhuire to participate 

inthe Lá na Gaeilge celebrations in the County Hall on Thursday March 14th. They were 

highly commended by the Mayor of Co Galway, Seán Ó Tuairisg, as they sang, danced, recit-

ed poety and played music through the medium of Gaeilge. Well done to all involved. 

Please send in Aldi Stickers as Scoil Mhuire hopes to complete a third ‘Aldi for Schools’ rugby stickers  
poster. It means we will have three times the chance of winning the grand prize of €50,000 towards sports equip-
ment and facilities. This would be fantastic for our new school. 

Minister of State for Gaeilge, an Ghaeltacht and the  
Islands Sean Kyne TD presented a cheque for $2,000 to 
Principal Terry Kavanagh on behalf of the Irish  
American Partnership. 
Minister Kyne, who represented the Irish Government 
in Boston on St. Patrick’s Day, secured a grant for Scoil 
Mhuire as part of the Irish American Partnership’s  
Primary School Library and Science Programme, the 
aim of which is to assist Irish Primary Schools in  
purchasing resources. 
Our school is very grateful to the Irish American  
Partnership for this kind donation, and to Minister Kyne 
for securing it for his Alma Mater Scoil Mhuire. 
The funds will be used to purchase books which will  
allow us to extend our very successful Literacy Lift Off 

Reading Programme. At a time when most of our fundraising is for our new school, 
kind donations such as this allow us to ensure that resources that are currently  
needed in our school can be bought. Thank you to Minister Kyne and the Irish  
American Partnership. Go raibh mile maith agaibh. 


